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I am writing today in response to the F@s v
among other things, proposes a Digital’ E}ter%

libraries operating digital literacy trainfhg. cours
response to the proposed pilot, I want to firs
support for the E-Rate program. The E—th.e o

d ‘$chools and
detving into my
for your continued
rprovides critical discounts

@able telecommunications and
internet access. :

Cotton. Ceiter ISD is a very small . 8ol 180 students in an area

of high poverty level (73% Free/Reduc&;# $LE As used E-Rate funds to

upgrade our communications network and will Sedti to utilize the funds to

support our rural community students. W;M?W B+Rate funds we would not be

able to support our access to the world. Most of our students do not have the

opportunity ‘to access the #orldfother than our network. It is vital that we

contihue this ‘he¥p‘and hot: érodé thosa hads for other purposes
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2 schools and llbrarxes lasting four
ct -‘'trdining “courses and provide

The ‘pilok would‘provide grants'
yearsy' to hire traliiers,




resources/materials to those who lack digital literacy skills. While the FCC
does not propose to fund the pilot using E-Rate funds, it does propose
implementing and administering the program through the same division that
oversees the [E-Rate program. Specifically, the FOC proposes
implement ing/administering the program through the Schools & Libraries Division
of the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC).

[ am concerned that operating the pilot through E-Rate will undermine the
important and ongoing work of E-Rate, causing delays in the program's
application and appeal processes, creating auditing problems and results in
problematic precedents for E-Rate's eligible services. Specifically, I oppose
the proposal to operate/administer the proposed pilot through the E-Rate
progranm.

I strongly,q.support the FCC’ s proposal that the pilot be funded through either

the USF Hig t or Lifeline programs and not from the already oversubscribed
E-rate pr i Jhe, pilot should not be administered through the E-rate
prograsm. t through the E-rate W poses a host of legal and

admmxsgft ive concern&-iﬁc&udmg the: fol lovnﬁ requiring changing the E-rate’s
Eligibl® Services List; adding services to the E-rate Elmnbleﬁervices List
that do not support telecommunications services, Internet access, or internal
connections: burdening the processing of E-rate. licatlons and appeals
processes; and creating a very difficult audit situation, I oppose the running
the Pilot funds through federal agencies that administe nm-Umversal Service
Fund programs. I am concerned that doing @mld y ish a precedent for
mxmg USF funds w1th appropriated funds, fios: ‘¢l a.legal character
_ k01, the Universal
Service Administrative Company is alrea ack-} | with' t#p. amount of
paperwork necessary and time required toM; h the ap at i pval and
payment process. I have yet to be notlttedfﬁnf 1 -for-the current
year. I can only imagine what the fimelis s to administer
another add-on program to this process. j‘* ¥

ward with your decision on
r its continued efforts to
not fending the pilot with

apsures when it comes to
ensure that critical,
are protected.

Thank you for considering my response aé
the Digital Literacy Pilot. 1 applaudthe’F

protect the already oversubscribedl E-Rat? Pragt
E-Rate funding. I urge you to take ¥is ida
the implementation and administrat ic 2P
limited E-Rate resources-both fiscal® ; 4 o
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